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Description 

Field of the Invention 

s [0001 ] The present invention relates to a peritoneal dialysis fluid used for continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis 
and a method for said dialysis, wherein the peritoneal dialysis fluid is infused into a peritoneal cavity and then, typically 
on a continuous process basis, a portion of the dialysis fluid is sequentially drained from the cavity, cleansed through 
an extracorporeal dialyzer, and reinfused into the cavity. 

10 Background of the Invention 

[0002] The normal function of the mammalian kidney includes such activity as maintaining a constant acid-base and 
electrolyte balance, removing excess fluids and removing undesirable products of the body's metabolism from the 
blood. Heretofore, dialysis methods such as hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis have been practiced on patients 

75 whose kidney function was reduced. Here, in hemodialysis, the blood is withdrawn from the patient's bloodstream and 
passed through a dialyzer wherein the blood is brought into contact with a selectively permeable membrane made, for 
example, of cellulosic acetate, the remote side of which contacts a dialysis fluid. By a principle of diffusion, solutes in 
the blood are transported across the membrane into the dialysis fluid and water is removed by ultrafiltration. The treat- 
ment is normally carried out in the out-patient department of hospitals but causes patients to be retained in the hospital 

20 for a long time. 

[0003] Peritoneal dialysis is now a well-established procedure which may be substitued for extacorporeal hemodialy- 
sis and has an advantage in that patients do not have to be treated in hospitals and the procedure can be carried out 
at home. The conventional peritoneal dialysis comprises introducing a fresh peritoneal dialysis fluid into a peritoneal 
cavity in the abdomen of the patient, allowing the fluid to remain there for several hours, dialyzing the fluids through a 
25 peritoneum as a semi-permeable membrane, and then draining the dialysis fluid containing metabolic waste products 
from the peritoneal cavity. However, this procedure has disadvantages including the problem and danger of peritonitis, 
a lower efficiency than hemodialysis which requires a longer treatment or process time with large volumes of solution 
and a high cost of commercially prepared dialysate solution. 

[0004] Accordingly, in order to increase the efficiency of peritoneal dialysis, a number of improved peritoneal dialyses 
30 have been known. 

[0005] In U.S. Patent No. 5,141,493 there is disclosed a peritoneal dialysis system which comprises connection 
means for carrying a primary solution that is a peritoneal dialysis fluid from a primary circuit means to a peritoneal cavity 
of a patient, withdrawing at least some solution from the patient into the primary circuit means, wherein the primary cir- 
cuit means has a reversible pump for circulating the primary solution, and a dialyzer to enable removal of waste prod- 
35 ucts from the primary solution to a secondary solution that is a dialysate for hemodialysis. The peritoneal dialysis fluid 
withdrawn from the peritoneal cavity of the patient is purified sequentially with said dialysate through the dialyzer and 
returned again into the cavity of the patient 

[0006] In U.S. Patent No. 5,641,405 there is disclosed a system including only one pump for providing a peritoneal 
dialysis fluid into and out of a patient. This system comprises a single catheter, a source of peritoneal dialysis fluid, a 
40 dialyzer and a single reversible pump positioned between the source of peritoneal dialysis fluid and the catheter. In this 
arrangement, the peritoneal dialysis fluid is passed from the source of peritoneal dialysis fluid through the dialyzer to 
be dialyzed before reaching the catheter and pumped out of the peritoneal cavity of the patient to the source of dialysis 
fluid and temporarily pooled in the source, and then passed through the dialyzer again and returned to the peritoneal 
cavity of the patient. 

45 [0007] The peritoneal dialysis fluid used in the above-described two peritoneal dialysis systems contains glucose as 
an osmotic agent. Solutes such as urea and creatinine diffuse from the blood in capillaries of the peritoneum into the 
dialysis fluid due to the presence of a diffusion gradient. Also the presence of an osmotic gradient due to glucose 
between the peritoneal cavity and the blood causes excess water removal from the blood in the peritoneal capillaries 
into the dialysis fluid which is then drained outside the abdomen of the patient. However, glucose in the dialysis fluid 

so permeates through the hollow fiber membrane of the extracorporeal dialyzer to be readily taken up into a dialysate as 
cleaning solution because the separation limitation of the membrane is approximately 5,000 to 10,000 daltons. Accord- 
ingly, there is a problem that in order to maintain the osmotic gradient which is a water-removing ability of the peritoneal 
dialysis fluid, glucose must be supplied into the fluid during the peritoneal dialysis using a glucose injector, etc. As for 
the usage of glucose, for example, when the peritoneal dialysis fluid is circulated at a flow rate of 0.1 liter/minute for 6 

55 hours, while maintaining an osmotic pressure of 1 .5% dialysis fluid, 15 g of glucose is contained in one liter of dialysis 
fluid : Daianeal 1 .5 (trade name, manufactured by Baxter), a huge amount of glucose is necessary as shown by the fol- 
lowing formula. 
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0.1 (liter) x 60 (min) x 6 (h) x 15 (g) = 540 (g) 

Summary of the Invention 

5 [0008] The present invention is made under the above-mentioned circumstances and has for its object to enable effi- 
cient peritoneal dialysis and provide a peritoneal dialysis fluid that is cost-competitive. 

[0009] In order to solve the above-described problem, the present inventors have made intensive research. As a 
result, it has been found that addition of an osmotic agent that does not substantially permeate pores of a hollow fiber 
membrane of a dialyzer enables eff ident peritoneal dialysis, and gives a peritoneal dialysis fluid that is cost-competitive. 
10 [001 0] That is, the present invention relates to a peritoneal dialysis fluid used for a continuous recirculating peritoneal 
dialysis which comprises as an osmotic agent a substance which does not substantially permeate through pores of a 
hollow fiber membrane of an extracorporeal dialyzer. 

[0011] The present invention also provides a method for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis which com- 
prises 

15 

i) infusing a peritoneal dialysis fluid in a peritoneal cavity, the fluid comprising as an osmotic agent a substance 
which does not substantially permeate through pores of a hollow fiber membrane of an extracorporeal dialyzer, 

ii) sequentially draining the peritoneal dialysis fluid out of the peritoneal cavity, 

iii) cleansing the peritoneal dialysis fluid through an extracorporeal dialyzer, and 
20 iv) reinfusing the cleansed peritoneal dialysis fluid into the peritoneal cavity. 

[0012] Here, a petironeal dialysis fluid is a solution to remove solutes and excess water from the blood in the perito- 
neal cavity by diffusion and ultrafiltration across the peritoneum which is a semi-permeable membrane, and usually 
comprises at least an osmotic agent, electrolytes and pH adjusting agent. 

25 [0013] The osmotic agent in the present invention is a substance which does not substantially permeate through 
pores of a hollow fiber membrane of a dialyzer. Said osmotic agent has a molecular weight of about 20,000 to about 
100,000, preferably about 30.000 to about 80,000 because a separation limitation of the hollow fiber membrane is ordi- 
narily about 5,000 to about 10,000 daltons. The general concentration of the osmotic agent in the peritoneal dialysis 
fluid is sufficient to provide an osmotic pressure so as to allow removal of solutes and excess water in the peritoneum 

30 but is not geneally limited in the present invention. 

[0014] The osmotic agent is preferably at least one compound selected from the group consisting of albumin, a glu- 
cose polymer and dextran. Particularly, albumin is preferred. The albumin comprises human serum albumin, preferably 
genetically engineered albumin. The concentration of albumin in the peritoneal dialysis fluid is preferably about 20 to 
about 250 g/L, most preferably about 70 to about 150 g/L, which is sufficient to provide an osmotic gradient similar to 

35 that due to glucose in a conventional dialysis fluid. An amount of less than 20 g/L of albumin exhibits an insufficient 
water-removal efficiency while an amount of more than 250 g/L of albumin results in excess osmotic pressure which is 
undesirable for a patient's body. The peritoneal dialysis fluid may contain sodium N-acetyltr yptophan, sodium caprylate, 
etc., as an albumin stabilizer. 

[001 5] Glucose polymer has preferably a molecular weight of about 30,000 to about 80,000 and is exemplified as par- 
40 tially hydrolyzed dextran having a molecular weight of about 75,000. 

[001 6] The osmotic agent can be obtained by substituting partly or entirely for glucose with an osmotic agent accord- 
ing to the present invention such as albumin, a glucose polymer, or dextran so as to maintain the osmotic gradient of 
the conventionally used peritoneal dialysis fluid. 

[001 7] The peritoneal dialysis fluid of the present invention contains a sufficient amount of the effective osmotic agent, 
45 in addition to physiologically acceptable salts, to impart generally to the fluid a total osmolality of from about 200 to 
about 600; preferably about 300 to about 500 mOsm/Kg. 

[0018] The pH of a peritoneal dialysis fluid of the present invention is generally from about 4.5 to 7.5. 

[0019] As the composition of the peritoneal dialysis fluid of the present invention, various compositions with different 

osmotic pressures may be adopted depending on the symptom of patients. The electrolytes may contain positive ions 

so such as alkali metal ions, alkaline earth metal ions, etc., and negative ions such as chloride ion, etc. Alkali metal ions 
include sodium, potassium, etc., and alkaline earth metal ions include calcium, magnesium, etc. The amount of positive 
ions can be generally 1 10 to 140 mEq/L of sodium ion, 0 to 0.05 mEq/L of potassium ion, 0 to 3 mEq/L of magnesium 
ion and 0 to 6 mEq/L of calcium ion. Preferably, the amount of chloride ion is 80 to 144 mEq/L. 
[0020] when albumin is used as an osmotic agent, an example of the composition contains 1 32 mEq/l of Na, 3.5 mEq/l 

55 of Ca, 1.5 mEq/l of Mg, 102 mEq of CI, 35 mEq/l of lactic acid, and 5.7 g/dl of albumin, or 132 mEq/l of Na, 3.5 mEq/l 
of Ca, 1 .5 mEq/l of Mg, 102 mEq of CI, 35 mEq/l of lactic acid, and 9.6 g/dl of albumin. 

[0021] The peritoneal dialysis fluid of the present invention is preferably regulated by pH adjusting agents such as 
inorganic acids, organic acids, alkali substances, etc. in a pharmaceutical^ stable range. Inorganic acids include hydro- 
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chloric acid, etc., organic acids include lactic acid, malic acid, acetic acid, succinic acid, maleic acid, pyruvic acid, citric 
acid, etc., and alkali substances include sodium hydrate, sodium bicarbonate, etc. 

[0022] In one embodiment, the peritoneal dialysis fluid of the present invention has a pH of from about 4.5 to about 
7.5 and a total osmolality of from about 300 to about 500 mOsm/Kg, said dialysis fluid comprising; 

5 

i) an osmotic agent which comprises an albumin in an amount of from about 20 to about 250 g/L, 

it) electrolytes and 

10 iii) pH adjusting agent. 

[0023] In another embodiment, the peritoneal dialysis fluid used for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis com- 
prises 

15 albumin of about 70 to about 1 50 g/L, 

sodium ions of about 130 to about 140 mEq/L, 

calcium ions of about 3.0 to about 4.5 mEq/L, 

magnesium ions of about 0.5 to about 2.0 mEq/L, 

chloride ions of about 95 to about 110 mEq/L, and 
20 lactate ions of about 35 to about 40 mEq/L. 

[0024] As a detergent solution for the peritoneal dialysis fluid withdrawn from the peritoneal cavity, a dialysate which 
is usually used in hemodialysis is preferably adopted. The detergent solution typically includes the following compo- 
nents: 

25 

sodium ions of about 130 to about 145 mEq/L, 
potassium ions of about 2.0 to about 2.5 mEq/L, 
calcium ions of about 2.5 to about 4.0 mEq/L, 
magnesium ions of about 1 .0 to about 1 .5 mEq/L, 
30 chloride ions of about 95 to about 200 mEq/L, 

bicarbonate ions of about 25 to about 30 mEq/L, and 
glucose of about 90 to about 200 g/L. 

For example, concentrates for hemodialysis such as Kindary solution (manufactured by Fuso Pharmaceutical Indus- 
35 tries Co., Ltd., trademark), and Solita (manufactured by Shimizu Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd., trademark), and powders 
such as Lympak (Nipro Co., Ltd., trademark) are dissolved in RO(reverse osmosis) water in a detergent solution sup- 
plying apparatus. 

[0025] The method for dialyzing a peritoneum of the present invention includes conventional peritoneal dialysis such 
as an intermittent peritoneal dialysis (IPD), a continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD) and a continuous cyclic 

40 peritoneal dialysis (CCPD). A dialyzer is equipped with the conventional apparatus of these methods. 

[0026] The peritoneal dialysis fluid drained from the peritoneal cavity is passed through the dialyzer to remove the 
waste products in said dialysis fluid and then the cleansed fluid is returned into the peritoneal cavity. If necessarily, the 
steps which comprise removing the fluid from the peritoneum, passing the fluid through the dialyzer, and reinfusing the 
cleansed fluid into the peritoneum are repeated. 

45 [0027] A method for dialyzing a patient in the present invention comprises (a) placing a fluid pathway in a peritoneal 
cavity in the abdomen of the patient, (b) infusing a peritoneal dialysis fluid comprising as an osmotic agent a substance 
which does not substantially permeate through pores of a hollow fiber membrane of an extracorporeal dialyzer into a 
peritoneal cavity, (c) maintaining a substantially effective osmotic pressure of the peritoneal dialysis fluid in the perito- 
neal cavity, (d) transferring said peritoneal dialysis fluid to the dialyzer which consists of hollow fiber membranes, (e) 

50 cleansing the transferred peritoneal dialysis fluid in the dialyzer using a detergent solution and (f) reinfusing the 
cleansed peritoneal dialysis fluid into the peritoneum. 

[0028] The apparatus used for the method of the present invention includes ordinarily a liquid pathway into the peri- 
toneal cavity, pump(s), dialyzer, source of dialysis fluid, and an apparatus for waste liquid etc. 
[0029] The liquid pathway usually comprises a dialysis catheter, single lumen catheter or double lumen catheter for 
55 peritoneal dialysis, etc. The source of dialysis fluid, for example, dialysis fluid bag, and external dialyzing means, for 
example, so called dialyzer, are connected with said liquid pathway. 

[0030] The dialysis fluid is infused into the peritoneal cavity by using a pump or natural gravity. The draining of the 
dialysis fluid from the peritoneal cavity is carried out also using a pump or natural gravity. It is preferable to infuse or 
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drain the dialysis fluid Into or out of the peritoneum with controlled velocity. An initial volume of the infused fluid depends 
on the contents of the osmotic agents and the substances which influence the osmotic pressure in the peritoneal dial- 
ysis. Although the initial volume has to be changed by factors such as a patient's size, level of kidney function, meals of 
the patient, or metabolic ability, it is generally about 0.5 to about 2.5 L per patient. 

5 [0031 ] An osmotic gradient In the dialysis fluid causes removing of excess water in the peritoneal cavity continuously 
and maintains substantially fixed osmolality of the dialysis fluid during at least 6 to 24 hours, which is usually 200 to 600 
mOsm/Kg, preferably about 300 to about 500 mOsm/Kg. While water is transferred through the peritoneum and diluted 
into the dialysis fluid during the peritonea! dialysis, osmotic agent is gradually released to maintain a certain concentra- 
tion in the dialysis fluid. The dialysis fluid is drained from the peritoneal cavity, cleansed with a detergent solution in the 

10 dialyzer and reinfused into the peritoneum, and these steps are repeated if desired. 

[0032] An osmotic agent such as glucose is necessary to be supplemented to a conventional peritoneal dialysis fluid 
according to change of the osmotic pressure in the peritoneal cavity. However, the dialysis fluid in the present invention 
is not required to be supplemented with an osmotic agent, or otherwise is required to be supplemented with only a small 
amount of the osmotic agent. 

15 [0033] The drained dialysis fluid is passed through the dialyzer in order to be purified, and infused again into the peri- 
toneal cavity via the liquid pathway. The loss of osmotic agent is supplemented occasionally according to the concen- 
tration of the osmotic agent in the drained dialysis fluid, which is determined by a usual measurement. 
[0034] The extracorporeal dialyzer comprises a housing for encasing a large amount of hollow fiber membranes as a 
bundle and allows appropriate entry and exit of the peritoneal dialysis fluid. Both ends of the bundle are supported with 

20 a segregation wall which is made of synthetic high molecular weight substance and adhered. The segregation walls are 
packed in the ends of the casing. The opening parts of the hollow fiber membranes in the bundle are faced towards the 
outer ends of the segregation walls. The inlet and outlet of the detergent solution are provided with the housing. The 
drained dialysis fluid is introduced into and removed out of an inside of the hollow fiber membranes while the detergent 
solution is passed into and out of the remote side of hollow fiber membrane in the external dialyzer. The dialysis is car- 

25 ried out by contacting the peritoneal dialysis fluid with the detergent solution through the hollow fiber membranes to 
remove the undesirable products from the dialysis fluid. The cleansing of the dialysis fluid enables dialyzing of the per- 
itoneum typically on a continuous process basis. The detergent solution is prepared by mixing the dialysate with RO 
(reverse osmosis) water in a cleansing supplying apparatus and supplied into the dialyzer via a circulating line of the 
detergent solution. The detergent solution is optionally a solution such as the above mentioned dialysate from which 

30 unnecessary components such as glucose are excluded. 

[0035] As examples of hollow fiber membranes, there are membranes made of cellulosic materials such as cellulose 
acetate, Cuprophan(copper ammonium rayon, trademark) and synthetic high molecular weight substances such as 
polyacrylonitrile, polymethacrylate. ethylene-vinyl alcohol, polysulfone, and polyamide. The separation limitation, that is 
cut-off point is preferably a molecular weight of about 2,000 to about 70,000 daltons, most preferably about 5.000 to 

35 about 10,000 daltons. The hollow fiber having such separation limitation enables an invasion of bacteria through the 
membrane into the dialysis fluid to be avoided. As this separation limitation is smaller than the molecule of albumin, an 
osmotic agent such as albumin is not removed from the dialysis fluid. 

[0036] A reversible pump is provided with a dialysis line and a pooling bag of the peritoneal dialysis fluid is provided 
with the end of the dialysis line, and therefore, the dialysis fluid may be transported between the peritoneum and said 
40 pooling bag. 

[0037] The system used for the present invention is exemplified in Figs. 3, 4, or 7 of U.S. Patent No. 5,641 ,405 but is 
not limited to these figures. 

[0038] The method for dialyzing a patient using the peritoneal dialysis fluid of the present invention comprises (a) 
placing a fluid pathway such as a catheter in a peritoneal cavity of the patient, (b) infusing a peritoneal dialysis fluid in 

45 an amount of about 1 .0 to about 2.0 L into the peritoneal cavity, (c) maintaining a substantially effective osmotic pres- 
sure of the peritoneal dialysis fluid in the peritoneal cavity, (d) transferring said peritoneal dialysis fluid to the dialyzer 
via a liquid pathway using a pump, (e) cleansing the transferred peritoneal dialysis fluid in the extracorporeal dialyzer 
using a detergent solution provided from the source of detergent solution and (f) reinfusing the cleansed peritoneal dial- 
ysis fluid into the peritoneum. These steps are continued during the dialysis. Although the time of dialyzing a patient 

50 depends on the status of the patient or the dialysis efficiency of the dialysis fluid, usually it takes about 3 to 8 hours. The 
velocity of transferring the dialysis fluid, that is, the circulating amount is controlled, but is preferably about 50 to about 
200 mL/h. The amount of the detergent solution in the dialyzer is about 100 to about 500 mL/h. 

Brief Descript ion of the Drawings 

55 

[0039] 

Fig. 1 shows a scheme of continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis. 
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Fig. 2 shows another scheme of continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis. 
Fig. 3 show another scheme of continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis. 

[0040] In the peritoneal dialysis system illustrated in Fig. 1, a peritoneal dialysis fluid is drained by a pump 1 to an 
external dialyzer 2 from the peritoneal cavity, is cleansed with a detergent solution transported from a detergent solution 
supplying apparatus 3 and is returned into the peritoneal cavity, in which procedure as the catheter for dialysis a double 
lumen catheter 4 is used. Further, in the peritoneal dialyzer shown in Fig. 2. a single lumen catheter 6 as a catheter for 
dialysis is placed in the peritoneal cavity and the dialysis fluid purified in the external dialyzer 2 is transported back into 
the peritoneal cavity by a pump 5. The peritoneal system illustrated in Fig. 3 has a reversible pump 7 arranged in the 
dialysis circuit line and a peritoneal dialysis fluid pooling bag 8 connected to one end of the dialysis circuit line, and the 
peritoneal dialysis fluid is passed back and forth between the peritoneal cavity and the peritoneal dialysis fluid pooling 
bag 8. 

Example 1 

[0041 ] A peritoneal dialysis fluid having the following formula was prepared. 

albumin (%) 5, 10 or 20 
sodium ion (mEq/L) 132 
calcium ion (mEq/L) 3.5 
magnesium (mEq/L) 1.5 
chloride ion (mEq/L) 102 
lactate ion (mEq/L) 35 

[0042] Continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis was carried out on three renal failure dogs using the dialysis sys- 
tem illustrated in Fig. 1 . In detail, 662 mL to 946 mL of the above peritoneal dialysis fluid was infused into the peritoneal 
cavity of these dogs, maintained in the cavity for 6 hours and drained out of the cavity to be cleansed by the detergent 
solution under a circulating amount of 100 mL/h in the cellulose acetate dialyzer. The dialysate w SOLITA(trade name)" 
manufactured by Shimizu Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. as a detergent solution was supplied into the dialyzer under 100 
mL/L of flow. After 6 hours of the peritoneal dialysis, the amount of removed water in the dialysis fluid in the peritoneal 
cavity and the removing ratio of urea were determined. The results were as follows: 



Table 1 



the concentration of 
albumin in the dialysis 
fluid 


the amount of removed 
water 


the removing ratio of 
urea 


5% 


95mL 


14.7% 


10% 


160mL 


10.0% 


20% 


380mL 


12.5% 



[0043] The concentration of albumin in the drained dialysis fluid after circulating in the peritoneal cavity is determined 
by a commercially available albumin measurement reagent, Albumin Test Wako(trade name) manufactured by Wako 
Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd. The results were as follows: 



Table 2 



the concentration of 
albumin in the dialysis 
fluid 


the remaining ratio of the 
concentration of albumin in 
the drained dialysis fluid 


5% 


90% 


10% 


84% 


20% 


85% 
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[0044] The peritoneal dialysis fluid of the present invention used for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis sys- 
tem comprises as an osmotic agent a substance which does not substantially permeate through pores of a hollow fiber 
membrane of an extracorporeal dialyzer. Therefore, supplementing of the osmotic agent is not needed during the dial- 
ysis as compared with a conventional osmotic agent like glucose. The peritoneal dialysis fluid enables an efficient and 
5 continuous dialysis as well as a cost reduction of the dialysis fluid. 

Claims 

1. A peritoneal dialysis fluid used for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis which comprises as an osmotic 
w agent a substance which does not substantially permeate through pores of a hollow fiber membrane of an extra- 
corporeal dialyzer. 

2. The peritoneal dialysis fluid as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said osmotic agent is at least one compound selected 
from the group consisting of albumin, a glucose polymer, and dextran. 

3. The peritoneal dialysis fluid as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said osmotic agent is albumin. 

4. The peritoneal dialysis fluid as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the concentration of albumin is from about 20 to about 
250 g/L 

20 

5. The peritoneal dialysis fluid as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the concentration of albumin is from about 70 to about 
150 g/L. 

6. The peritoneal dialysis fluid as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the albumin comprises human serum albumin. 

25 

7. A peritoneal dialysis fluid used for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis, said dialysis fluid comprising; 

i) an osmotic agent which comprises ah albumin in an amount of from about 20 to about 250 g/L, 

ii) electrolytes and 

30 iii) pH adjusting agent, 

said fluid having a pH of from about 4.5 to about 7.5 and a total osmolality of from about 300 to about 500 
mOsm/Kg. 

35 8. A peritoneal dialysis fluid used for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis, which comprises 

albumin in an amount of about 20 to about 250 g/L, 
sodium ions in an amount of about 130 to about 140 mEq/L, 
calcium ions in an amount of about 3.0 to about 4.5 mEq/L, 
40 magnesium ions in an amount of about 0.5 to about 2.0 mEq/L, 

chloride ions in an amount of about 95 to about 1 10 mEq/L, and 
lactate ions in an amount of about 35 to about 40 mEq/L. 

9. A method for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis comprising 

45 

i) infusing a peritoneal dialysis fluid in a peritoneal cavity, said fluid comprising as an osmotic agent a sub- 
stance which does not substantially permeate through pores of a hollow fiber membrane of an extracorporeal 
dialyzer, 

ii) sequentially draining the peritoneal dialysis fluid out of the peritoneal cavity, 
so iii) cleansing the peritoneal dialysis fluid through an extracorporeal dialyzer, and 

iv) reinf using the cleansed peritoneal fluid into the peritoneal cavity. 

10. The method for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis as claimed in claim 9, wherein said osmotic agent is 
at least one compound selected from the group consisting of albumin, a glucose polymer, and dextran. 

55 

11. The method for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis as claimed in claim 9, wherein said osmotic agent is 
albumin. 
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12. The method for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis as claimed in claim 10, wherein the concentration of 
albumin is from about 20 to about 250 g/L 

13. The method for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis as claimed in claim 9. wherein the concentration of 
albumin is from about 70 to about 150 g/L 

14. The method for a continuous recirculating peritoneal dialysis as claimed in claim 9, wherein the albumin comprises 
human serum albumin. 

15. A method for dialyzing a patient which comprises (a) placing a fluid pathway in a peritoneum of the patient, (b) 
infusing a peritoneal dialysis fluid comprising as an osmotic agent a substance which does not substantially per- 
meate through pores of a hollow fiber membrane of an extracorporeal dialyzer into a peritoneal cavity, (c) maintain- 
ing a substantially effective osmotic pressure of the peritoneal dialysis fluid in the peritoneal cavity, (d) transferring 
said peritoneal dialysis fluid to a dialyzer which consists of hollow fiber membranes, (e) cleansing the transferred 
peritoneal dialysis fluid in the dialyzer using a detergent solution and (f) reinfusing the cleansed peritoneal dialysis 
fluid into the peritoneum. 

16. The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the fluid pathway is a catheter. 

17. The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the extracorporeal dialyzer consists of a hollow fiber membrane having 
a separation limitation of about 2,000 to about 10,000 daltons. 
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